SALTFLEETBY PARISH COUNCIL
Web Site: parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/saltfleetbyGroup

Minutes of the Saltfleetby Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 3rd May 2016 

Following the Annual Council Meeting which started at 7pm in the Marshland Community Centre
Present:                Chairman
Cllr W MacDonald
                             

Cllr B Stapleton


Cllr G Harris 


Cllr R Smith


Cllr I Stubbs


Cllr T Bryson



Cllr S Harrison



Cllr C Warwick


Cllr L Dover


Mrs J Brown - Clerk
There were two members of the public present, Cllr D McNally & Michelle Sacks, Monitoring Officer, East Lindsey District Council.
Public Comments: It was noted that work was being carried out on the footpaths at last which was welcomed. The School closure was raised & the fact that unfortunately people had heard about it via BBC Radio Lincolnshire News rather than direct; it was not believed that an appeal would help. Cygnets was struggling financially & the Charity was looking for donations to keep it going, currently only had one child although the Play Group had 8 families attending with younger children. Unfortunately it was further noted that the Saltfleetby News had not been delivered yet to the majority of the village & it contained an advert for a Cake & Coffee morning for the group. The Chairman re-confirmed the comments he made at the Annual Parish Meeting that the work carried out by Clare Owen with regard to the school closure was very much appreciated, it was also noted that she had given an excellent presentation at the enquiry & had accredited herself well.
The Monitoring Officer, Michelle Sacks was thanked for attending she noted that part of her brief was to assist Town & Parish Councils. She had received a number of questions from the Council regarding the EnergieKontor Gayton Funds and stated that she could not give advice but would offer comments. The Working Group had raised some concerns over whether the Council could sit as the sub-committee under Parish Council Standing Orders – her comment was that it could & should also consider requirements of third-party information and Data Protection; the sub-committee would need to abide by third-party & data protection legislation when considering applications & could use Standing Orders to resolve whether to go into closed session at appropriate times to discuss details of a sensitive or confidential nature; the Council had the power to grant dispensations for Councillors on the sub-committee but Councillors should consider that perhaps membership of a community group applying for funding for example or a Declaration of Pecuniary Interest that related to any application was grounds for considering withdrawing from the Committee when the application was assessed. Any requests for funding by the Parish Council for community projects must have a full decision making process recorded prior to making any application to ensure openness & transparency. The question of using an approved agent to deal with the fund at additional cost was raised – her thoughts were that the Council had a process under Standing Orders to assist it in the opportunity it now had to aid the community.
000322 Apologies for absence – Cllr Clark - the apology was accepted. 
000323 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th April 2016 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept them with the note that item 00288 should read ‘advice was being requested’ not taken p LD s CW; the Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
000324 Declarations of Interest - Cllr Stubbs declared an interest in his Planning Application due for debate & he would leave the meeting when Council considered it; Cllr Warwick declared an interest in the item on Jubilee Committee as she was a member & she would leave the meeting during the item.
000325 Councillor Vacancies – The Clerk had received a request to be co-opted into the vacancy & the applicant would be attending the June meeting.
000326 EnergieKontor UK Ltd – Gayton Funds – The documents required additional work & Mr Ward would be invited to meet the group to go through the final documents. The documents would be ready for the June meeting and on the web site in July as agreed. 
000327 Financial Matters
Accounts to be paid/authorised – On line payments: Clerk’s salary & expenses for April; LIVES – 2 Defibrillators & Cabinets (authorise only); Came & Co – Annual Insurance Renewal due 1st June - £273.75; A Warne – Editing of Newsletter - £50.00; Warple Press – Printing of Newsletter - £35.00; J Cooper – Internal Audit for year ended 31st March 2016 (cheque) – It was resolved to authorise the payments p LD s CW. 
Accounts as at 31st March 2016 – The accounts had been circulated, the invoices, bank statements & other information was available for Councillors to examine & it was resolved to accept them p CW s SH

Audit 1st April 2015 to 31st March 2016 – Copies of the documents had been circulated & it was resolved to agree & accept the Annual Governance Statement 2015/2016 p LD s SH; it was further resolved to agree & accept the Accounting Statements 2015/2016 p SH s CW; The Internal Auditor’s report had been circulated & it was resolved to accept it & Council noted that no issues had been raised p SH s CW. The Chairman signed the Audit forms. Clerk to submit & place on the web site.
Councillors Monthly Budget Report – The report as at 11th April 2016 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept the document – p LD s BS; The Chairman signed the Budget Report.
Parish Paths Scheme – Council noted the letter from Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) advising that the grant scheme had ceased; it further noted the response from LCC that some sections would be cut as part of its mowing schedule & the need for Council to report any issues to LCC for attention

Unity Trust Bank – Council noted the letter informing it of monthly charges of £6 & the removal of the interest payments & it was resolved that the Clerk should explore alternative banks prior to the Council making any decision p LD s IS.

ELDC Funding of Town & Parish Council Elections – The Council noted the advice that costs relating to Parish Council elections would now be charged back & expressed satisfaction that it had created a budget to spread the cost over four years.

000328 Planning Applications – Applications for Comment:  

Councillor Stubbs left the meeting.

N/145/00861/16 – Mr I Stubbs – Planning Permission – Extension & alterations to existing dwelling, extension to existing barn to provide a ground floor studio, lobby, store & kitchenette with first floor studio over, extension to existing detached garage, erection of a gazeebo & cart shed & siting of 36 no solar panels – Peartree House, Main Road, Saltfleetby – Following debate it was resolved that the Council abstain from comment & any issues are dealt with by ELDC – p LD s CW – Carried by a vote of 8.
Cllr Stubbs re-joined the meeting.

N/145/00915/16 – Mr A Buswell – Planning Permission – Extension to existing dwelling to provide a sitting room on the site of an existing conservatory which is to be removed – Lyncot, Willow Bank, Saltfleetby – Following debate it was resolved to support the application p LD s WM

N/145/00800/16 – Mr D Colley – Planning Permission – Extensions & alterations to existing house to provide a ground floor kitchen & first floor bedroom & bathroom – The Gatehouse, Church Lane, Saltfleetby – Following debate it was resolved to support the application p IS s SH

Cllrs MacDonald & Dover declared an interest in the Council noting a letter from ELDC informing that Planning Enforcement had issued a Section 215 notice in respect of the unauthorised development at The Gatehouse, North End Lane, Saltfleetby – Nature of Investigation – 1. Unity land & 2. Running of a house clearance business.  The Council did not debate the letter or its contents.

Cllr Warwick left the meeting

000329 Jubilee Committee/BT Box – The Clerk had consulted with BT and the Council’s insurers regarding the request of the Jubilee Committee to receive confirmation that it could move the second BT Box; BT advised that the equipment had been removed but could not confirm whether the electrical supply had been removed & suggested consulting Yorkshire Electricity; the Council’s insurers agreed that as the Jubilee Committee had no insurance of its own they would need to be covered by the Parish Council as volunteers acting on its behalf. The Broker was slightly concerned as to the manual nature of the proposed work & would need to refer to the insurers direct for their approval but first required further details of the project on how the asset would be removed from the current location & re-sited & also the experience of the individuals in that type of work in order to demonstrate competence. The Council debated the information & request & it was resolved that the Council would write to the Jubilee Committee, set out the information as requested by the insurers as the Council was unable to issue any authority to move the BT Box without the information & also details of anticipated timescales & copy of a completed risk assessment carried out p LD s BS. Clerk to place an item on the June agenda.
Cllr Warwick re-joined the meeting.

000330 Speed Indicator Signs – Cllr MacDonald informed Council that there was still a technical issue that could not be resolved until the Council had a dedicated laptop to accommodate the data for the speed signs; Cllr Harrison had received no response to her request for prices of a laptop. Following debate it was resolved that Cllr Dover would look into the availability of a laptop & would report back in June.
000331 Defibrillators – The units had been delivered, the Clerk had informed the insurers & the confirmation had been received of them being covered by the policy but the insurers had requested that the units have a risk assessment -Clerk drafted & on June agenda, that a programme of regular checks be put together & implemented. The Clerk had obtained a price of £180 for installation of the first unit but suggested that written approval should be obtained from Louth Town Football Club first that it would allow the unit to be located on an external wall and also the precise location – Council agreed – Clerk to write. The location of the second unit was considered further with no resolution.
000332 ELDC Transformation Programme – Footway Lighting – The Council considered the residents responses made at the Annual Parish Meeting & via emails & responses to the questionnaire circulated to every household & following much debate it was resolved that the Council would write to ELDC informing them that it had consulted with its residents and the majority opinion was that they were unwilling to have their precept increased p LD s IS – Vote: 6 for 3 abstentions. 
000333 Louth Town FC/Marshland Community Centre – No meeting had been held but the Council noted the comments of residents at the Annual Parish Meeting that it was heading in the right direction looking at a lease for a portion of the Marshland Community Centre on behalf of residents & should move it forward. Following debate it was resolved that the Clerk write to Cllr Clerk but in his role with LTFC confirming the Council’s interest and ask that he provides it with a date for a meeting between LTFC and the Working Group & further provided the Council with the information requested p LD s CW 
000334 Annual Parish Meeting – Council considered the comments of residents present & noted the meeting had been well attended and interesting, the residents had noted they were happy with the Parish Council. The Old Village Hall funds had been raised & a request made that the funds be passed to the Parish Council for holding & it was resolved that the Clerk write to the Jubilee Committee informing of the residents request & requesting the funds be transferred for holding by the Council on behalf of the residents.
000335 Saltfleetby Church of England Primary School – The Council noted the letter received from Langley’s Solicitors who had requested a meeting with Councillor or Clerk on behalf of Lincolnshire County Council on the issues raised in the Council’s letter to D Barnes– unfortunately the timescale the Council had been given did not provide for a resolution & the Solicitors had been informed but had also been advised that the Council was happy to co-operate if they could allow the council to respond following its meeting – no response had been received. The decision had subsequently been taken to close the school. The Council was keen to protect the assets that had been purchased by residents for the school – Clerk to place on June agenda. Commemoration of the school’s passing was suggested – Clerk to place on June agenda.
000336 Highways & Footpaths – Appendix A had been circulated & was noted. The reinstatement work carried out on North End Lane was considered to be of a poor standard – Blackwells had promised that it would comprise of top soil & seeded. Verge edges were of different heights; corner of Ings Lane & North End Lane – the hard-core had not been removed as agreed. Clerk to arrange a meeting with Blackwells for Councillors.
000337 Broadband – Cllr McNally advised that discussions were ongoing on for the next phase of work & would be advised shortly.
000338 St Clements Churchyard – Cllr Harris had managed to obtain the information the Council required in order to ascertain its responsibilities  for the churchyard & it was resolved that Cllr Smith would obtain the permission of St Clements for the Council to take measurements, Cllrs MacDonald, Stubbs & Stapleton would then take the measurement & report back to Council. 
000339 District & County Councillors Report – The Local Plan is to be voted on as is Devolution by ELDC.
000340 Clerks Report – A letter of condolence had been sent to Mrs Covill & the Precept of £9,000 had been received from ELDC on 18th April 2016.
000341 Reports from Outside Bodies – None

000342 Correspondence – The Council noted the letter to Lincoln & Lindsey Blind Association, information from Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust on potential planning application to divert a section of the bridleway Seaview to Paradise – moving the route from Sandbanks garden onto main track; further proposal to move the route from the yard at Sea View.
000343 Councillors Reports – Cllr Stapleton noted he had acquired a plan of the village showing the houses although it would require to be updated with the new properties but would assist when completing an Emergency Plan.
000344 Items for the Next Agenda – As above
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm.  Next Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 7th 2016 at 7.00pm
Chairman
…………………………..............

Date
………………………..

Clerk
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Date
………………………..  
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