SALTFLEETBY PARISH COUNCIL
Web Site: parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/saltfleetbyGroup

Minutes of the Saltfleetby Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday, 5th January 2016 

7.00 pm in the Marshland Community Centre
Present:                Chairman
Cllr W MacDonald
                             

Cllr B Stapleton


Cllr L Dover 


Cllr R Smith


Cllr I Stubbs


Cllr S Clark



Cllr G Harris



Cllr S Harrison


Mrs J Brown - Clerk
There were three members of the public present with Mr Simon Williams & Ms Sian Kirwin from Masons Surveyors; Cllr D McNally arrived later in the meeting.
The Chairman welcomed everybody to the first meeting of 2016 & was pleased to see some new faces in the public & invited Mr Williams, who had requested permission to attend to update the Council on a potential Planning Application to address the Council whilst adding that the Council would not be able to offer any opinions on the potential application until it became a fully registered planning application.
Public Comments: Mr Williams thanked the Council for the opportunity to give some background information on the potential property to replace a property that had been the subject of an arson attack in a sensitive area of the village. An email had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting & paper copies were handed out. The owners had inherited the property which it was understood had been a commercial venture at some point & were keen to consider all aspects with regard to any planning application made. The access to the property was awkward & plans to rearrange it were included.  The Chairman reiterated that the Council could make no comments but opened the floor for questions. A member of the public asked regarding the adjacent field – Mr Williams believed this would become part of any property build. Mr Williams was asked why the property was in the orientation it was – this was the Architects suggestion for the size of the property being considered within the location. It was also asked whether the property was within the Development Zone for the village – Mr Williams did not know. Comment was passed that the property did not appear to be raised on the drawings – Mr Williams noted that these were purely draft proposals. Mr Williams asked if there was any need for a commercial property – the Council was not in a position to respond & Mr Williams noted that a family home was the owners’ preference.
The Chairman thanked the visitors for attending and opened the meeting.

000219 Apologies for absence – Cllr Bryson - the apology was accepted.
000220 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2015 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept them p LD s SC & the Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
000221 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Harrison informed the Council that she had been advised by the Monitoring Officer that as a District Councillor she could partake in discussion with regard to ELDC Transformation Programme – Footway Lighting – but would abstain from any resolutions made. There were no requests for dispensation.
000222 Councillor Vacancies – There were no requests for co-option.
000223 EnergieKontor UK Ltd – Gayton Funds – The Clerk had circulated the comments of EK with regard to the ‘5km area’ & impact on Saltfleetby village. Cllr Dover updated the Council on the Working Group meeting which had formulated the Application Form for Groups & Application Form Guidelines which the Clerk had circulated. A form for individuals who applied for bursaries had been started but required further work – Clerk to obtain sample & forward to the Working Group. The Clerk suggested that a ‘Project Completion Form’ would be required in line with the Application Form – Clerk to obtain sample& forward to the Working Group. The Working Group needed to meet again to create a Scoring System. It was resolved that the Clerk would forward the draft Management Document, Application Form for Groups & Application Form Guidelines to EnergieKontor stating that the Fund Administrator would be confirmed. Cllr Stubbs informed the Council that as the Clerk had not been in a position to open an account for the fund as she was not a signatory he had undertaken this & the appropriate documentation should be received shortly; the signatories would have to attend a local branch, present documentation to finalise the opening which would then take approximately 9 days. The address and name of the account could be amended following creation.
000224 Defibrillator Purchase – The Council noted that the grant of £3,020 had been received from Wingas & £500 from District Councillors Grant – the Clerk had written and expressed the Councils thanks. The Clerk advised that the Council had elected to purchase from LIVES whose prices had reduced from the original quotation & following debate it was resolved that the Clerk place an order with LIVES for two units complete with cabinets & write to Wingas regarding the left over funds & whether it would be appropriate for the Council to ring fence them for ongoing maintenance costs for the units or return. The precise locations to be agreed.
000225 Financial Matters
Accounts to be paid/authorised – Clerk’s salary & expenses for December; Euroffice – Stationery - £39.41(authorise only); M Chapman – Flailing - £705.60 (authorise only); SLCC – Membership for the Clerk (shared with Tetford & Salmonby Parish Council) - £58.67 – It was resolved to authorise the payments p LD s IS. 
Councillors Monthly Budget Report – The report as at 11th December 2015 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept the document – p RS s IS; The Chairman signed the Budget Report. 
Bank Signatories – The Council deferred the agenda item to February.
ELDC Transformation Programme – Footway Lighting – Council had received the Presentation Document from ELDC, letter from ELDC regarding the potential of ELDC turning off permanently all its footway lighting from April 2016 in order to make savings of £100,000 & the suggestion of the Parish Council taking the responsibility on & Council debated the implications on the Precept Budget & it was resolved to consider further following Cllr MacDonald’s report under Councillors Reports.
Budget for 1st April 2016 – 31st March 2017 – The Clerk had circulated the amended draft budget, information on possible removal of grant funding from ELDC & proposal to charge for future elections by the Parish Council & following debate it was resolved to defer a resolution to the Extraordinary Meeting on 19th January 2016 p SH s GH
Accounts as at 31st December 2015 – The Accounts & Bank Reconciliation had been circulated although the Clerk noted that the Bank Statement had not been received from Lloyds which accounted for the one item at the bottom of the Bank Reconciliation & it was resolved to defer the accounts to the Extraordinary Meeting on 16th January 2016 p SH SC
The Pensions Regulator – The Council noted the correspondence on staging with regard to automatic enrolment. The Clerk updated the Council that currently she did not qualify for the Council to contribute to a Pension but if the Clerk requested the Council must open the facility for the Clerk to pay into a Pension. The Council must write to the Clerk on the date of 1st July 2016 detailing the entitlement. Clerk to monitor whether the situation changes & keep Council informed.
NALC Review of Council Tax Support Schemes – Council considered the circulated document & following debate it was resolved that the Council would write to NALC protesting that the inference from ELDC was that it would not be passing the grant over p LD s BS

Payments Received – The Council noted the District Councillors Grant for Defibrillators - £500; Wingas Grant for Defibrillators - £3,020.00.
000226 Speed Indicator Signs – The Clerk informed the Council that all letters had been forwarded to householders regarding the trees/hedges that prevented the speed signs being used in some locations & three positive responses had been received one of which authorised the Council to carry the work out FOC for the resident; the question of the signs only being on North End Lane was raised by one resident when it was felt that they should also be on the B1200.  Cllr Stubbs gave a report on the identified locations on the A1031 & B1200 – on the B1200 some would require posts & removable plates as there were no lampposts.  It was agreed to add the location of North End Lane near the junction of Long Gate; it was resolved to pay the £40.00 fee – Clerk to prepare for submission. The use of stickers on refuse bins was considered & the question of the Council providing them at some point. Cllr MacDonald reported that the speed signs required removing, charging & replacing & asked for assistance to carry this out – Cllrs Stapleton & Clark to assist. Cllrs MacDonald & Stapleton to investigate the price of purchasing appropriate ladders for the Council & report back.
Cllr McNally arrived.
000227 Lincolnshire County Council Boundary Review – The Council considered and noted the report.

000228 Louth Town FC/Marshland Community Centre- The Working Group had no report as no meeting had been held.  Cllr Clark advised that the Minutes would not help the Working Group as they were covered by Data Protection as they principally covered the football teams, he would obtain a copy of the accounts & have further discussions with the Trustees who it was felt were the best people to deal with the issue, in the way that they envisaged any agreement working and the scope of it and report back to Council.

The Chairman stood down Standing Orders to invite a resident to update the Council on the School.
A Parents Forum had been set up with Dr Hopkins, two parents from Saltfleetby & two from Theddlethorpe; she had also been invited to meet with Dr Hopkins. The Open Day had been held with no interest & it was evident that no applications would be received whilst the potential closure hung over the school; children who were being taken out of other schools were not even considering Saltfleetby as they believed it was closed. Various other measures were being considered by the Parents & it was recommended that a picture of the recent Fair, which had been very successful, was forwarded to the Newspaper with some written editorial & request it be printed.
A further report was that the Cygnets had received its Registration Certificate and was working towards a date for opening with marketing to be carried out.

The Chairman thanked the resident. Standing Orders were replaced.

000229 Saltfleetby Church of England Primary School – The Council noted that Dr Hopkins had accepted the invitation to attend a Parish Council meeting and would be attending the 2nd February meeting.
000230 Parish Council Noticeboards – The Council had received a request by the Primary School to remove the noticeboard – agenda item was deferred to March.
000231 Highways & Footpaths – Appendix A had been circulated & was noted. The pothole on the eastern side of the A1031 at the junction with Sea View & B1200 was now 4 inches deep & impossible to avoid when turning. Clerk to report. The number of incidents on the A1031 of vehicles ending up in hedges was raised – details of dates & times to be collated for submission to Police/Highways. The accident at the junction of Mill Lane & Swallowgate was reported – vehicles were parked without lights in the 40mph area & a collision had occurred. North End Lane – the mud was now well across the road – it was suggested that ELDC sweeper be requested (p SH s IS), however Clerk to contact Blackwells & ask them to arrange for a sweeper in the first instance.
000232 Broadband – The Clerk updated the Council that LCC had requested BT to revisit their Phase 2 implementation plan to take account of additional funding & some queries LCC had regarding their plans. An updated plan was expected in early February. This delay to the final implementation plan would not delay the start of Phase 2 which was expected to start earlier than initially anticipated, however no decisions would be made until LCC were happy with the proposals.
000233 St Clements Churchyard – Cllr Smith advised that he was hopeful of receiving some information on the plans of the church which could assist with the boundary. Cllr Dover had an owl box & would look into existing owl boxes to assist with placement & would then have erected in line with recommendations.
000234 Councils Powers to Discharge Their Functions – Circulated. Cllr Harrison stated that one copy in the folder was insufficient & suggested that all Councillors should be able to access the LALC website as the Council paid the subscription. Cllr MacDonald suggested a copy be downloaded & forwarded to Cllr Harrison – Cllr Harrison agreed. 
000235 District & County Councillors Report - Cllr McNally commented on the Boundary Commission review & the potential turning off by ELDC of Footway Lighting; he would forward a document to the Clerk on Sustainability Score for circulation & the Council to update. The Sign that was facing the wrong way had been turned. Cllr McNally was asked why LCC had spent £100,000 on the ER signs & queried the £100,000 that ELDC wanted to save by turning off the footway lighting.
000236 Clerks Report – All agenda items, no further report.
000237 Planning Decisions – The Council noted the copy of the letter & information that had been forwarded to the Planning Inspector regarding appeal references APP.D2510/C/15/3134867 & APP/D2510/C/15/3135972 – 1 Mill Lane.
000238 Reports from Outside Bodies – None

000239 Correspondence – NALC Councils Powers to Discharge their Functions Legal Topic Note; Wingas Saltfleetby Liaison Committee Meeting Minutes 29th October 2015; Letter from ELDC information of cancellation from 1st January 2016 of Area Committees; LALC News.
000240 Councillors Reports – Cllr MacDonald had attended at ELDC a meeting in December chaired by the Portfolio Holder for Finance primarily on the issue of footway lighting, the meeting had been well attended. One attendee reported to the meeting that his Council had put out to tender for maintenance contract & prices had been received of £190 & £240 per visit per lamp for maintenance which renders the information provided by ELDC on maintenance costs null & void. There had been much debate & it was felt that the issue had been put forward to Town & Parish Councils without careful consideration and errors had been made because of that. Debate had ensued on the fact that Town & Parish Councils although not currently capped on Precepts it was expected that they would be at some point. It was felt that ELDC are now operating in a financially challenging climate & were seeking to develop supportive partnerships with Town and Parish councils on ELDC terms. Election costs being passed on to Councils was raised & comment had been made that it would be discussed with Parish Councils where there were serious problems. Parish Councils administration costs would increase substantially which included the costs associated with Clerk’s due to increased work load. 
The Council had posted notices up regarding the Footway Lighting issue & responses received to date from residents had indicated that did not have a problem with them being turned off, however this was only a snapshot & required further consultation.  The timing of the request by ELDC for the Council to consider was poor & ELDC had now stated that if Councils indicated that ‘in principle’ they would consider the issue a decision on turning the lights out would be deferred 12 months to 2017.  The Council considered the impact on school children particularly if the local school was closed, children would return from Louth by bus & in winter have a walk in the dark; comment was passed that the timing was very poor & as a rural area the Council was trying to reduce the services provided; further information was required to make any informed decision & consultation with residents was needed. ELDC reserves were raised & the question of their use – Clerk was asked to investigate the figure & report back. The effect on the precept should the Council take the footway lighting over was impossible to quantify without further information but was potentially large. Following debate it was resolved to consider further at the Extraordinary Meeting on Tuesday 19th January 2016.
000241 Items for the Next Agenda – As above.
The meeting closed at 10.35 pm.  Next Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 19th January 2016 at 7.00pm (Extraordinary Meeting) & 1st February 2016 (planned meeting)
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