SALTFLEETBY PARISH COUNCIL
Web Site: parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/saltfleetbyGroup

Minutes of the Saltfleetby Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday, 6th October 2015 

7.30 pm in the Marshland Community Centre
Present:                Chairman
Cllr W MacDonald
                             

Cllr B Stapleton


Cllr S Harrison


Cllr I Stubbs


Cllr L Dover 


Cllr R Smith


Cllr T Bryson



Cllr S Clark


Mrs J Brown - Clerk
There were eight members of the public present. Councillor D McNally arrived at 08.50
The Chairman welcomed everybody & especially the number of residents who had attended.

Public Comments: 
A resident expressed concern over the 40 mph sign by Osier Holt which was obscured by foliage; some work had been done to remove the foliage but this was an ongoing annual problem & a request was made to approach Highways to have it moved to a more prominent position – Clerk was asked to approach Highways. Larger yellow speed signs on entering the village were seen as a good reminder to vehicle drivers – the Clerk noted that a price had been provided previously and it was expensive and the Parish Council would have to fund them – Clerk to investigate updated prices. The possibility of intermediate signs through the length of the village was raised & was seen as an opportunity of reminding drivers that they were still in the village but it was noted that nothing could be done without Highways approval – Clerk to investigate possibilities including intermediate signs & ‘children’ shaped bollards.  Faster Broadband speeds – some residents were getting higher speeds, others experiencing ‘crashing’ and the range was poor for the majority of the village. Cllr Dover to investigate examples in West Lindsey that had gone to a private provider & report back findings.

000134 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Harris & Bowman - the apologies were accepted. Cllr R Palmer sent his apologies.
000135 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st September 2015 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept them p SH s IS; the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 3rd September 2015 had been circulated and it was resolved to accept them p SH s LD; the Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
000136 Declarations of Interest – On the Clerk’s advice Cllrs Dover, MacDonald & Stapleton noted their residence as being on North End Lane.
000137 Councillor Resignation – The Council noted the resignation of Cheryl Warwick – the Electoral Office had been informed and notice of the vacancy posted. The Clerk to write & thank Ms Warwick for all her hard work during her term of office.

000138 Defibrillator Purchase – Cllr Stapleton had approached Wingas & asked them to consider funding the purchase of two Defibrillators for the village; Wingas had confirmed that this project suited their Community Fund & had confirmed their agreement; the Council considered the three quotations & following debate it was resolved to place the order with LIVES as they were a local organisation & consumables would be relatively easy to procure & training for 12 people was included within the package p LD s SC. Clerk to complete the Wingas application & return with thanks; Clerk to complete the ELDC Community Grant offered by the District Councillors towards the necessary electrical & installation work required. The siting of the units was considered & Cllr Clark confirmed that Marshland Community Centre would allow one to be sited on an external wall of the building & would cover the cost of the electricity to it. Cllr MacDonald to enquire whether the Prussian Queen would consider having one mounted in order to cover the other end of the village.
000139 Financial Matters
Accounts to be paid/authorised – Clerk’s salary & expenses for September; M A Chapman – Flailing - £705.60; ICO – Data Protection Registration Renewal - £35.00; M F Tree Services – Tree work in St Clements Churchyard - £400 (deferred to Closed Session); LALC – Training Refreshments - £7.50; J Brown – Reimburse Ink Cartridges (Cartridgesave) - £91.92  – It was resolved to authorise all the payments p BS  s IS
Councillors Monthly Budget Report – The report as at 7th September 2015 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept the document – p LD s SC; The Chairman signed the Budget Report. 
Poppy Wreath – The Council confirmed the purchase of a wreath for the Chairman to lay on Remembrance Sunday at a cost of £20.00 p SH s LD – Clerk to order.

Nottingham Building Society – The Council noted the change of interest rate as at 28th September 2015 & instructed the Clerk to investigate alternative deposit accounts.
Accounts as at 30th September 2015 – The Accounts had been circulated & it was resolved to accept the accounts & they were signed by the Chairman together with the Bank Statements p LD s IS
000140 Planning Applications – None received
000141 Speed Indicator Signs – Clerk asked to contact remaining residents regarding hedges etc. that required trimming in order not to obstruct the new speed signs. Cllrs MacDonald & Stapleton had surveyed the village for positions for the speed signs & identified a potential 14 additional locations between the Prussian Queen & North End Lane including 2 locations within the 30 mph zone. Analysis of the last download from the speed signs did not show tremendous speeding issues & Cllr MacDonald put forward that the 30 mph zone on North End Lane be utilised for the next deployment of the speed signs, the plates would require moving round & Cllr MacDonald would ensure that was carried out.  Following debate it was resolved that the 30 mph section be trialled.  Cllr MacDonald to supply the list of potential locations to the Clerk for her to approach Highways to review them & Cllr Stubbs to provide additional locations within the 60mph section of the B1200 & also on the A1031 to be added to it. Clerk to chase up speed camera on the A1031.  Cllr Stapleton to place the remaining static 30mph sign on North End Lane. Clerk to also check with Highways that any removable pole ground plate has a cover for Health & Safety aspects.  The Council considered the draft Risk Assessment on the movement of the speed signs & it was resolved to accept it p BS s LD
000142 St Clements Churchyard – Tree Work Report under Closed Session Minutes. Cllr Stapleton confirmed that all the warning signs had been posted. The Council noted a resident’s complaint regarding the churchyard & the action taken by the Clerk. Cllr Harrison raised the issue of whether work was considered to be an improvements, which the Council was not forced to carry out or maintenance; it was generally agreed that what was required was maintenance work. Cllr Stubbs to ask for quotations to be sent to the Clerk for gravel on the path as opposed to concrete & Clerk to place on November agenda. Clerk to contact contractor & ask for the timing of spraying to be carried out & also whether he would be prepared to cut the hedge. It was resolved that Councillors would meet at St Clements on Wednesday 21st October 1pm to evaluate outstanding work.
000143 Jubilee Committee – Cllr MacDonald had attended the recent Jubilee Committee meeting to discuss their input into providing funds to investigate the legal requirements of acquiring a lease on Marshland Community Centre; this was a constructive meeting & the Committee felt that the Council should meet such costs but that if the project proceeded they would consider investing the Old Village Hall Funds if appropriate. The Council debated the merits & it was resolved that the Clerk would contact the Solicitor that had provided free legal advice & request an estimate on charges p SH s LD. A portion of the Councils reserves had originally been put towards maintenance of the old village hall & any potential purchase of a new one & it was believed that the expenditure in exploring the possibilities met these needs; the funds set aside in the budget for Defibrillators could be utilised – Clerk to agenda for November Budget information. It was resolved that the Council explore the options legally and then take the findings to the village p LD s BS. Cllr Clark to provide the Council with Louth Town’s agreement which would be required for the Solicitor.  A Councillor was requested to represent the Council on the Jubilee Committee purely as a Liaison Contact not to engage in decision making without Council authority – Cllrs to consider their position & express in November.
Cllr McNally arrived at 8.50pm.

000144 Louth Town FC/Marshland Community Centre – Covered in the above agenda item.
000145 Code of conduct & DPI training – Council noted the invitation to attend training from the Monitoring which the Clerk had attended on 29th September; the Clerk would circulate the notes from the meeting. Cllr MacDonald to attend & Clerk to circulate the November evening session.
000146 LALC – Training – the Clerk had circulated details of training sessions – Cllr Dover to be booked onto the 12th November session.
000147 Saltfleetby Cygnets Pre-School/Saltfleetby Church of England Primary School
The Chairman stood down Standing Orders to allow the residents to comment.

Residents and Councillors had attended the Public Meeting regarding the potential closure of the Primary School & there was a feeling amongst them that although they had been listened to they had been given no answers to their questions.  They had requested to be part of a working party to promote the school & to work with the Head Teacher & Interim Executive Board (IEB). The IEB was responsible for two schools & there was great concern that this diluted the effort for Saltfleetby; the numbers were low but 10 children had left to go to Withern School & no effort had been put on persuading them to stay. The Head of Withern School was on the panel & comment was passed at the meeting wondering whether this was appropriate. The School had not been promoted in any way to encourage new numbers, communications with the community appeared to have ceased; Parents wished to be included in the panel as representatives and felt confident that they could bolster the school intake & help to rebuild a healthy school for the community. 

Standing Orders in place.

The Council debated the information received  it was resolved that the Council would write to the Interim Head, IEB, Head of Children’s Services, Clerk to the Governors requesting answers to the questions that had been raised in order for the Council to make an informed decision on response, copy to County & District Councillors & MP.
000148 Monks Dyke Tennyson College – The council noted the Notice of consultation on Governor’s Proposal to close the Mablethorpe Campus & debated the effect on the children in having to travel such distances to maintain their education & the community in general & resolved to write & express its concern.
000149 Highways & Footpaths – Council noted the copies of letters to Highways regarding North End Lane & the B1200 & the comments from LCC on the Revised Speed Limit Policy comments the Council had submitted. It was noted that some small areas of patching had been carried out but the large hole opposite the old village hall was in a terrible state – Clerk to chase up/re-report. North End Lane was in a terrible condition, the work had finished but then a section had been dug up again, Road Closed Barriers were still at the Skidbrooke end; soil & hard-core had been left in the dykes & signs had been damaged & needed replacing. Some work had required replacing already.  The Road Closures had been extended several times & Highways had insisted it was not in their remit to pass on fines to contractors that were running outside of schedule. The Council asked Cllr McNally to present the Statutory Instrument 2012 No 2272 Highways, England The Street Works (Charges for Unreasonably Prolonged Occupation of the Highway) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2012 to the appropriate people & ask why it had not being implemented. It appeared that no pressure had been brought on the Contractor to complete the work in accordance with the specified term of the road closure notice.  Cllr McNally to also request a senior Highways Officer meets to discuss all outstanding items.
000150 Allocation of Responsibilities – Deferred to November meeting.
000151 Broadband – The Council noted the update on the current situation. Agenda item for November
000152 District & County Councillor’s Report – Full Council Meeting tomorrow when a report from the Scrutiny Panel will recommend re-imposing some free car parking for the Executive Committee to consider. ER signs have been posted within the village – these are to show the Evacuation Route for any flooding. The Donna Nook sign had been collected & would be repaired & repositioned. Regarding Wingas 106 – Cllr McNally was awaiting a response from Planning. The Fracking emails that had been circulated were not factual in that no licences had been offered & would not affect Saltfleetby area. £130m had to be saved by the Council per year which would have an impact on services.
000153 Clerks Report – Bank signatories needed amending & the Clerk had been advised that the requirements by the Charity Commission for the Old Village Hall Charity had been completed.
000154 Planning Decisions – The Council noted a copy of submission for N/063/01534/15 – EnergieKontor UK Ltd; Planning Enforcement Resolved – Woodbine Cottage, Church Lane, Saltfleetby; Refusal of Planning Permission – N/145/01065/15 – Land adjacent to Luan House, Main Road/Ings Lane, Saltfleetby
000155 Reports from Outside Bodies – Wingas would be starting work mid-November for approximately 3 months. It was resolved that Cllr Stapleton would be the liaison contact for the Council. Cllr MacDonald to attend the next meeting with him.
000156 Correspondence – Clerks & Councils Direct; LCR Magazine 
000157 Councillors Reports – None
000158 Items for the Next Agenda – As above
000159 Closing the Meeting to Public & Press – In accordance with The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 190 it was resolved to close the meeting to public & press in order to discuss matters of a contractual nature regarding St Clements Churchyard.
000160 St Clements Churchyard – The Council opened the two quotations received & following debate it was resolved that new quotations would be obtained for gravel as opposed to Concrete for the path. The Tree work had been carried out satisfactorily & the Clerk was authorised to pay the £400 invoice p IS s LD
The Chairman reminded all Councillors of their responsibility to maintain confidentiality of Council correspondence.
The meeting closed at 10.45 pm.  Next Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 3rd November 2015 at 7.30pm 
Chairman
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Date
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