SALTFLEETBY PARISH COUNCIL
Web Site: parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/saltfleetbyGroup

Minutes of the Saltfleetby Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday, 1st December 2015 

7.30 pm in the Marshland Community Centre
Present:                Chairman
Cllr W MacDonald
                             

Cllr B Stapleton


Cllr L Dover 


Cllr R Smith


Cllr T Bryson



Cllr S Clark



Cllr G Harris



Cllr S Harrison


Mrs J Brown - Clerk
There was one member of the public present & Cllr D McNally.
The Chairman welcomed everybody; noted that unfortunately East Lindsey District Councillor Craig Leyland had sent his apologies & opened the floor for public comments.

Public Comments: None
000192 Apologies for absence – Cllr Stubbs & District Cllr Leyland - the apologies were accepted.
000193 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2015 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept them p SC s LD & the Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
000194 Declarations of Interest – The question of Cllrs having to request a Dispensation to debate the Precept was raised but under the current legislation as Councillors have disclosed their addresses to the Electoral Officer debate of the Precept did not require a dispensation.
000195 Council Meeting Start Times – following debate it was resolved that in future all Council meetings would commence at 7pm p GH s BS.
000196 Councillor Vacancies – Cllr MacDonald had proposed that when requests for co-option were received the Council would consider the applications in closed session & following debate it was resolved that the motion be carried – seconded by SH. The Clerk advised that the Electoral Officer had informed the Council it could co-opt into the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr P Bowman. The Clerk had received no requests for co-option.

000197 EnergieKontor UK Ltd – Gayton Funds – Cllr Dover updated the Council on the meeting of the Working Group & the creation of the draft documentation required; the documents required further consideration & amendment; another meeting would be held & the documents submitted to Council to agree or amend at the January meeting.  The Clerk was asked to seek clarification from EK regarding the 5km range & whether the Council could use ‘Parish Boundaries’ in documents instead due to some areas of Saltfleetby being outside the 5km range. The means of advertising the fund was raised & the perception some residents had that the funds would be spent by the Parish Council on projects; it was resolved that when the documents had been completed they would be placed on the web site, flyers would be circulated with the Newsletter & information would also be placed on noticeboards to ensure that all residents were made aware of how to approach the Council for funds. The Working Group believed it was appropriate to include within any grant given the need for the applicants to attend the Annual Parish Meeting to update the Council & residents on how the funds had been spent; the Council believed this to be a good idea & felt it would ensure complete transparency for residents. The Clerk was asked to record any work carried out for the fund in order that the Council could claim her expenses back. 

The Clerk advised Council that EnergieKontor had asked for the bank details for the fund in readiness for the first payment in January and the name for the fund was required & following debate it was resolved that the name on the Management Document would be used – Saltfleetby Parish Council – EnergieKontor Wind Farm Fund with signatories being Cllrs Dover, MacDonald, Stubbs & Bryson. Clerk to investigate accounts p SC s GH. 
The Chairman brought forward the following report as Cllr McNally had to leave the meeting early.

000198 District & County Councillor Report – Cllr McNally commented on the meeting held by Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) with Parish Councillors regarding North End Lane and explained the responsibilities of LCC with regard to Highways work, how the work was carried out was down to the Contractor & not the Council; Highways did not have sufficient staff to go around the county checking on work but LCC was looking at implementing a new Permitting System which would enable it to monitor more closely – this worked in other areas but he stressed that any shoddy work should be flagged up; Cllr McNally to look into the length of time that Blackwell’s were responsible for repairs as there was some disparity over the length of time being either 12 months or two years & report to back. The delay on the school decision – the Council would like to invite the IEB to a Council meeting – Clerk to investigate; Library Service – sent out to contract; Lincoln Castle would have some of the Tower poppy display. Councillor McNally was asked about the confusion expressed by residents on the ER Routes (Escape Route) signs, it was noted that to visitors especially the signs would not be clear. LCC had to discuss its budget, only Adults & Children’s Services were protected – there was an on-line link for comments available; ELDC would be having a full council meeting tomorrow – Council passed comment that the footfall in Louth was poor & shops were suffering & they should be protected at all costs as they were high quality food shops which were an attraction to the tourist industry – an industry that brought in considerable revenue to the town. Cllr McNally was asked to chase up the right hand bend sign on A1031 (sharp bend) as it was leaning & could not be seen.
The Chairman thanked Cllr McNally and expressed the Council thanks to both him and Cllr Palmer for the Councillors Grant towards the Defibrillator which would be of considerable benefit to residents.

000199 Defibrillator Purchase – The Clerk advised that all grant forms had been submitted but as yet no payments received, however approval for the funding had been indicated by Wingass & ELDC Councillors Grant.
000200 Financial Matters
Accounts to be paid/authorised – Clerk’s salary & expenses for November; C Statham – Delivery of Council Newsletter - £50.00 (authorisation only); A Warne – Editing of Newsletter - £50.00 (authorisation only); Warple Press – Printing of Newsletter - £35.00 (authorisation only); R Covill – Underpayment to Grass Cutting invoice - £16.00; LALC Prevention is better than Cure Seminar – Cllr Harrison - £7.50; – It was resolved to authorise the payments p LD s SC. 
Councillors Monthly Budget Report – The report as at 11th November 2015 had been circulated & it was resolved to accept the document – p TB s LD; The Chairman signed the Budget Report. 
Bank Signatories – The Council left the agenda item to January.
LALC & NALC Subscription Fees for 2016-2017 – the Council noted the letter from LALC suggesting an estimated increase for the NALC portion of the fee by £4.43 & following debate it was resolved to accept the increase p LD s SH

Budget for 1st April 2016 – 31st March 2017 – The Council noted the budget document & the possible grant funding being removed by ELDC & proposal to charge for any future elections & impact on reserves & precept demand; following debate it was resolved to remove Marshland Community Centre Legal Fees & reduce Grants & Donations to £20.00 only to cover the Poppy Wreath p SH s BS – Clerk to present for further debate in January.

Nottingham Building Society – Transfer of Funds – The Council considered the request to transfer £5,000 to Unity Trust Bank & it was resolved to action & the Bank Slip was signed by two Councillors.
Audit Procurement for Smaller Authorities – The Council noted the NALC report on Audit from 1st April 2017 & the need to either opt-out & procure audit in line with legislation itself at an unknown cost & following debate it was resolved to proceed with NALC Sector Led Body.
000201 Speed Indicator Signs – The Clerk had again not had the opportunity to contact the outstanding residents regarding trees that required trimming due to time limitations. The new proposed additional locations for the speed signs had not been received by the Clerk – January agenda item. The Clerk advised that a PCSO would be happy to attend a meeting to discuss speeding problems & the Clerk had forwarded dates for the next few meetings. Cllr MacDonald informed the Council that he had recovered the Digital Speed Sign & circulated the results which were disappointing. An average of 32.2 on North End Lane although it was noted that one vehicle had been travelling at 65mph; it was resolved by the Council that the signs would again be posted on North End Lane with the display working & ascertain any affect on the results. The Clerk was asked to contact the supplier of the signs regarding the recommendation in the manual for a six monthly service & ascertain whether this was a condition of the warranty & cost. Agenda for January.
000202 Louth Town FC/Marshland Community Centre – A meeting had not been possible between Louth Town FC & the Working Group & there was therefore no report. Cllr Harrison asked to join the Working Group, which was agreed – Cllr Harrison to liaise with Louth Town FC regarding arranging a meeting. January agenda item.
Standing Orders were stood down.

A report was offered by a resident on progress with the School. The 6 week delay in the process to consider closure of the school had been welcomed by residents, although they would have preferred the process to have stopped completely. There is a general perception that the school is already closed but the Parents are actively promoting the school with banners, a half page spread in Louth leader & an Open Day. The headmistress was leaving; the minutes of meetings were now on the school web site & a new Chair had been appointed to the IEB following the resignation of the previous Chair. An update was also given on the Cygnets Pre-School, Ofsted had been & had recommended to have the application accepted, and the Pre-School was now awaiting confirmation.

Standing Orders in place.

000203 Saltfleetby Church of England Primary School – The Council noted the letter from Lincolnshire County Council advising that a delay of 6 weeks on whether to publish a Statutory Notice or not had been agreed with the intention it would give more time to further explore options that might secure the future of the school.
000204 EnergieKontor Highways Issues – Cllrs had met with Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) regarding the issues experienced on North End Lane as detailed in the County Councillors report. It was noted that Blackwell’s had delayed the agreed work until better weather.
000205 Highways & Footpaths – Appendix A had been circulated & was noted. The pothole opposite the Reedings had been repaired but had come out again & the hole was now across the carriageway – Clerk to report. There had been two more collisions on the A1031 & details were being kept & would be submitted to the Council for the Police visit.
000206 Allocation of Responsibilities – The Council debated the issues of one or two Councillors leading on items; following debate it was resolved that two Councillors would take a lead as items arose & would feed back to Council p BS s SH
000207 Residents Communication – The Council noted a communication regarding vermin activity in the village & the suggestion of EK grant funds being used to treat the problem; following debate it was resolved that EK funds were not for such a use by the Parish Council. Residents were of course able to apply for funding but it was not a Council responsibility.
000208 LALC Training Prevent & Emergency Planning – the training had been very useful although not all for Parish Council level; a member of staff from LCC had been appointed to advise on consultations & potential pitfalls in carrying consultations out & it was noted that with the Gayton funds the Council would be consulting widely with the community.
000209 Broadband – There was no update. 
000210 St Clements Churchyard – The Clerk advised that she had been unable to locate on the official Registry site a map of the site & boundaries; local investigations had also proved unsuccessful & Councillors were asked to make enquiries as appropriate with residents who may have knowledge, the Clerk was also asked to approach the PCC from the original sale of the church. January agenda item.
000211 Clerks Report – Parish Paths second grant applied for - £320.00; Sincere thanks received from Royal British Legion for the Poppy Wreath donation of £20.00; Electoral Office had confirmed that the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr Bowman could now be filled by co-option.
000212 Planning Decisions – The Council noted that under the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 Appeal under Section 174 – 1 Mill Lane, Saltfleetby – Breach of condition 1 imposed on PP. N/145/00645/14 – Kevin Moore & Barbara Ryan – appeal reference APP.D2510/C/15/3134867 & APP/D2510/C/15/3135972 – all representations to be received by 28th December 2015 – Clerk to re-confirm comments submitted & appropriate planning points.
000213 Reports from Outside Bodies – Cllr Dover had attended the Code of Conduct training with Michelle Saks at Manby & she was happy to share the Power Point notes; it had been stressed that all Councillors must keep their Declarations & Dispensations up to date & be very careful about conflicts and responsibilities if involved with another public body & Ms Saks had cited a Head of a Council that had been involved in a discussion of grant funding by the Council to a Housing Trust & had made a decision on – he had not declared an interest by way of being on the Housing Trust Board & although he received no financial inducements it went to court & he was banned from office. Ms Saks reiterated the importance of reviewing Declarations, especially if involved with charitable organisations & added that when making declarations, in addition to declaring that interest when the Clerk minuted it she should also be asked to minute that there was a potential conflict of interest but it had been resolved that it would not prevent a sound decision being made.
The Chairman & Clerk had attended a training event with LALC which covered not only the workings of administration & the effect of the same on  working relationship of the Chairman & Clerk, but also the Laws governing Parish Councils which had been extremely useful to the Chairman & well worth attending & he urged all Councillors to attend a LALC training event as the knowledge gained was of great benefit. Clerk to circulate documentation supplied.
000214 Correspondence – The Clerk Magazine; Clerks & Councils Direct.
000215 Councillors Reports – the Chairman noted a request from the School to remove the Parish Council noticeboard – agenda item for January.
000216 Items for the Next Agenda – As above.
000217 Closing the Meeting to Public & Press – In accordance with The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 190 it was resolved to close the meeting to public & press in order to discuss matters of a contractual nature regarding St Clements Churchyard & the Council’s Code of Conduct.
000218 Saltfleetby Code of Conduct – Council debated issues around the Code of Conduct.
The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.  Next Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 5th January 2016 at 7.00pm 
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